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place of worship were soon liable to such great disorders, that they were not only condemned at Corinth by St. Paul, hut prohibited to be kept in the house of GOD by the 20th canon of the council of Laodicea, and the 30th of the third council of Carthage; so from a sense of the same inconveniences, this custom did not long continue of feasting in the churches or church yards; but strangers and inhabitants paid the devotion of prayers and offerings in the church, and then adjourned their eating and drinking to the more proper place of public and private houses. The institution of these Church encaenia or wakes, was without question for good and laudable designs ; at first, thankfully to commemorate the bounty and munificence of those who had founded and endowed the church; next, to incite others to the like generous acts of piety; and chiefly, to maintain a Christian spirit of unity and charity, by such sociable and friendly meetings. And therefore care was taken to keep up the laudable custom. The laws of Edward the Confessor give peace and protection in all parishes during the solemnity of the day of dedication, and the same privilege to all that were going to or returning from such solemnity. In a council held at Oxford in the year 1222, it was ordained, that among other festivals should be observed the day of dedication of every church within the proper parish. And in a synod under Archbishop I slip (who was promoted to the see of Canterbury in the year 1349) the dedication feast is mentioned with a particular respect. This solemnity was at first celebrated on the very day of dedication, as it annually returned. But the Bishops sometimes gave authority for transposing the observation to some other day, and especially to Sunday, whereon the people could best attend the devotions and rites intended in this ceremony. This laudable custom of wakes prevailed for many ages, till the Puritans began to exclaim against it as a remnant of popery. And by degrees the humour grew so popular, that at the summer assizes held at Exeter in the year 1627, the Lord Chief Baron Walter and Baron Denman made an order for suppression of all wakes. And a like ordef was made by Judge Richardson for the County of Somerset, in the year 1631. But on Bishop Laud's complaint of this innovating humour, the king